
 
December 8, 2020  
Harlandale ISD family,  
 
We understand that many of you are concerned with the city’s amended health directive that became 
effective today. We also are aware that as a city we are in the red zone of COVID-19 cases.  
 
We would like to provide some peace of mind to all of our parents, students and staff by providing you 
data on the cases we have had within our schools the past couple of weeks and why we believe our 
schools are a safe learning environment.  
 
Based on the data we have collected since we began our in-person instruction in September and up until 
the week before Thanksgiving break we had a weekly average of 2.9 (0.13%) positive cases within our 
staff and 2.8 (0.04%) positive cases within our students. We have approximately 2,100 staff members and 
6,000 students attending school for in-person instruction. This changed drastically the week we were on 
Thanksgiving break and the week after to a 9.5 (0.4%) weekly average of positive cases within our staff 
and an average of 12 (0.2%) positive cases within our students. This means that the number of cases 
were 3 to 4 times higher when we returned to school after being home for a week.  
 
We present this data to you to show you that we believe staff and students are more at risk outside our 
schools. This is why we emphasize the importance of being vigilant and continuing to obey all the public 
health guidelines when you are not in school.  
 
Parents have the choice of virtual learning instruction for their children at any time. We have also sent out 
the 3rd nine weeks instructional choice survey this week in order for parents to decide their learning 
method beginning January 19.  
 
We know that the holiday break is coming up and now more than ever we ask that you please wear your 
face masks, stay 6 ft apart from one another, wash your hands constantly, avoid large gatherings and 
obey all the safety guidelines. 
 
We want our students and staff back in our schools because we believe that in-person instruction 
provides a better opportunity for educational growth.  
 
We will continue to monitor the COVID-19 cases within our district. The safety of our students and staff is 
our top priority as we move forward with our mission of providing the best education to all of our students.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gerardo Soto  
Superintendent of Schools  
Harlandale ISD  


